
Co-founded By the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union

A GUIDE OF A MODERN TEACHER

Erasmus+ strategic partnership project 2014-1-lv01-ka201-000431_1

“How to make education Process Attractive to the Teenagers 
of the 21st Centuary“

Created by the teachers of:
	 -	Grobiņas	gymnasium	(Latvia)
	 -	4	Gymnasio	of	Thessaloniki	(Greece)
	 -	Bartuvos	progimnazija	(Lithuania)
	 -	Stadtteilschule	Mummelmannsberg	(Germany)
	 -	IIS	Liceo	“Bocchi-Galilei“	(Italy)

	 -	Kavaklidere	Ortaokulu	(Turkey)







Table of content
1. Information about the project and the created materials........................................................................................................4

2. Activities on improving students’ motivation to learn...........................................................................................................6

2.1.Stop and swap. 

2.2. Not only watch, but also see. 

2.3. Confronting difficulties with ease.
2.4. Applause.

2.5. The Wool Thread.

2.6. Angel Wings.

3. Activities on career education..............................................................................................................................................27

3.1.Speed dating.

3.2.Career planning with mentors.

3.3.Characteristics of different jobs.
3.4. Whom are you going to ask about the profession you like.

3.5.The best profession for you.

3.6. The skills I am good at.

4. Activities for teaching exact subjects....................................................................................................................................53

4.1. Linear functions.

4.2. Right division.

4.3. Doing sums and practical modelling of geometrical shapes.

4.4. Creative mathematics.

4.5. DNA – the molecule of life.

4.6. The Phythagorean theorem with tangrams.

5. Activities on peer teaching....................................................................................................................................................84

5.1.Places of interest in London. Cooperative learning.

5.2. The sum of exterior angles in a polygon. Classroom reading.

5.3.A picture story „ Mister Moonwalker”.

5.4. Feeling blind people.

5.5. The ways you move your body is the language of its own.

5.6. Finding similarities.

6. Activities on teaching humanitarian subjects..................................................................................................................... 120

6.1. Romeo and Juliet in a differen light.
6.2. The influence of Byzantium culture in Western Europe through ecclesiastica architecture and painting.
6.3. The circular flow of income in economy and the financial crisis.
6.4. The Roman sculpture between art and propoganda.

6.5. Edward Lear’s life and creative work.
6.6. Philosophers’ ideas on happiness.  

7. Activities on applying CLIL method in teaching different subjects....................................................................................149
7.1. Why do religions love symbols?

7.2. Common and proper nouns.

7.3. Olympic games.

7.4. Let’s explore the nature!

7.5. Friendship bracelet.

7.6. Creative writing with music and pictures.

8. Project song.........................................................................................................................................................................172

9. Evaluation templates............................................................................................................................................................173
10. Project photos......................................................................................................................................................................174



4

There have been a great number of changes in education systems worldwide recently. Schools 
used to be the source of knowledge, a place where children were educated more or less without 
parental control. Schools used to prepare learners for exams. Thus, teaching was mostly exam 
preparation or exam training tended, especially in the final years of the secondary schools.

The learners of the 21st century need innovative methods in the teaching process. Students 
say they are motivated by solving real-world problems. They often express a preference for doing 
rather than listening. In this century :

• learning has risen to the level of authenticity when it asks students to work actively with 
abstract concepts, facts, and formulae inside a realistic and highly social context

• critical thinking has become a necessity in the learning process
• students must know how to use a variety of resources
• collaboration has become an integral part of learning
• learners must reflect on their learning, both individually and as a team
• Interdisciplinary perspective has entered education
• students must get accustomed to integrated assessment that reflects real-world evaluation 

processes
• students must be competitive in the global job market.
These demands make teachers change their teaching methods in the lessons and out of class 

activities. Project partner schools each has a good experience that can be shared with the others. 
But education methods develop and new — more innovative ones - are needed in the 21st century 
school.

The main objectives of the project “ How to Make Education Process Attractive to the Teenagers 
of the 21st Century “ were :

• to improve the capacity of the partner school staff based on the needs of the 21st century
• to modernize the study process
• to work out a manual “ A Guide of a Modern Teacher” consisting of innovative methods on 

interdisciplinary teaching
• to pilot the created courses in all the participating countries
• to identify and analyze good practices of the partner schools in the field of teacher training
• to strengthen mutual understanding among European nations through getting to know the 

cultures of the participating countries.
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6 partner schools — Grobina gymnasium ( Latvia), Bartuvos progimnazija (Lithuania), 
Stadtteilschule Mummelmannsberg (Germany), IIS Liceo “Bocchi-Galilei” ( Italy) , 4 Gymnasio of 
Thessaloniki ( Greece) and Kavaklidere Ortaokulu (Turkey) - participated in the project. Each school 
has its strengths and best practices to share with the partners. The project worked in 2 directions 
— sharing good practices and creating innovative methods how to make the teaching process more 
attractive.

There were 6 training/ learning/teaching activities where teachers taught lessons applying 
creative methods and shared their experience with the colleagues from partner schools:

• Creative methods in organizing students’ out of class activities and career education
• Creative methods to motivate students to learn
• Creative methods in teaching exact subjects
• Integration of subjects (CLIL)
• Creative methods of inclusive education and peer teaching
• Creative methods in teaching humanities
Teachers of different subjects showed activities applying interesting methods that could make 

the learning process more interesting for our 21st century teenagers. The methods were tried out 
during the learning/teaching activities in an international class consisting of 3 students from each 
partner country. After each lesson taught by an international teacher they had to evaluate the lesson. 
That helped the teachers improve the created lesson. Project partners piloted all the lessons at their 
schools. 
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ACTIVITIES ON HOW TO CREATE STUDENT’S 
MOTIVATION TAUGHT IN TURKEY
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Stop and Swap (annotations)

- The method was used here with very simple words. If the students are familiar with the 
method it can be used with more difficult 

   vocabulary.

- The method can also be used for practising sentence structures or grammar, e.g.:
   - A: Have you ever been to…/ Have you ever done… - B: Yes, I have. I was….
   - A: Today I eat spaghetti. – B: Yesterday I ate spaghetti.
     etc.
- In other subjects “stop and swap” can also be used, e.g. for explaining chemical, political or 

other terms. 

- The method helps increasing the amount of speech of every student (even shy ones) while 
reducing the amount of speech of the teacher

- The method promotes communication and cooperation among students.

- The movement implied in the method “stop and swap” helps making students active learners 
instead of passive listeners. 

Bibliography:

Biermann, Michael: Walk the walk to talk the talk. Mit kooperativen Unterrichtsformen 
Sprechaktivitäten fördern.

                                 In: At work – Das Englisch-Magazin von Diesterweg, Nr. 16, Frühjahr/
Sommer 2009, S. 8-10

Kieweg, Werner (2005): Überlegungen zur Erhöhung der Mündlichkeit. 
                                 Undatiertes Handout anlässlich eines Vortrags in Hamburg. Hamburg: o.V.

Ahrendt, Manfred (2003): Das bewegte Klassenzimmer: Unterrichtsformen – nicht nur für den 
Fremdsprachenunterricht. 

                                 Hameln: are-all.
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ACTIVITIES ON CAREER EDUCATION TAUGHT IN LITHUANIA
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As the worksheets are in German here you find the English translation:

The heading of the picture  of the puzzle:

Who can I ask for an internship?

Heading of the „to do list“:

What are the next steps on your way to an internship?
                                              name                     completed           date of completion
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EXACT SUBJECT LESSONS TAUGHT IN GREECE
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TEAM-TEACHING ACTIVITIES IN LESSON 
TAUGHT IN GERMANY
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY WESTMINSTER ABBEY WESTMINSTER ABBEY
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Westminster Abbey is one of 
the most important churches 
in Britain. 
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DESCRIPTION

The Abbey has more than a 
thousand years of history.   It 
is the church where royal cor-
onations, funerals and wed-
dings often take place.   The 
famous Coronation chair, 
made of wood, has been used 
for over 700 years. Some of 
the most significant British 
writers, poets, musicians, art-
ists, scientists and explorers 
are commemorated here, in-
cluding William Shakespeare, 
Charles Darwin and Isaac 
Newton. A special area in the 
church called  “Poets Corner” 
is dedicated to them. 
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in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries. 
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PHASE 1

BASE GROUPS

1. GET INTO 3 GROUPS OF SIX – ONE STUDENT FROM EACH COUNTRY , FOLLOWING 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE TEACHER THIS IS YOUR “BASE GROUP”.

2.  WRITE THE NAMES OF THE 6 GROUP MEMBERS ON THE FRONT OF THE BROCHURE 
WHERE IT SAYS “ A TOURIST MAP AND GUIDE OF PLACES OF INTEREST IN WEST-
MINSTER by……..”

3. WORK TOGETHER USING THE INFORMATION FROM SLIDE 1 TO COMPLETE EXER-
CISE 1. YOU NEED TO LOCATE THE PLACES OF INTEREST ON THE MAP AND WRITE 
THEIR NAMES IN THE LEGEND/KEY.

PHASE 2

EXPERT GROUPS

4. NOW SEPARATE INTO NEW “EXPERT GROUPS” OF 3 STUDENTS EACH.  EACH NEW 
GROUP HAS A DIFFERENT PLACE OF INTEREST TO STUDY, AND STUDENTS SHOULD 
TRY TO BECOME “EXPERTS” ON THE ASSIGNED ATTRACTION.  LATER YOU WILL 
HAVE TO DESCRIBE YOUR ATTRACTION TO YOUR ORIGINAL BASE GROUP.

5. TOGETHER , READ THE INFORMATION AND BE SURE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND IT.  
CHECK WITH EACH OTHER OR WITH THE TEACHER FOR ANY PARTS OR WORDS YOU 
DON’T UNDERSTAND. DO NOT WRITE ON THE CARDS. TOGETHER, TRY TO ANSWER 
THE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR ASSIGNED PLACE OF INTEREST. THIS PHASE IS 
ONLY ORAL/VERBAL. TEST EACH OTHER TO BE CERTAIN THAT YOU CAN PRESENT 
YOUR ATTRACTION TO YOUR BASE GROUP.

6. GIVE THE INFORMATION CARDS AND QUESTIONS BACK TO THE TEACHER AND RE-
TURN TO YOUR ORIGINAL BASE GROUP

PHASE 3

BASE GROUPS

7. BACK IN YOUR ORIGINAL BASE GROUPS, YOU  NOW NEED TO DO EXERCISES 2 
AND 3 ON THE BACK OF THE BROCHURE.  TAKE IT IN TURNS TO ASK QUESTIONS 
TO EACH EXPERT, ON EACH DIFFERENT ATTRACTION, SO THAT YOU CAN COMPLE-
TE THE DESCRIPTIONS IN EXERCISE 2.  IS IS NOT A DICTATION EXERCISE FOR THE 
EXPERT,  BUT AN INTERACITE PHASE. FOR THE QUESION “WHAT IS IT?”, YOU HAVE 
TO FILL IN THE GAPS; FOR THE DESCRIPTIONS, YOU HAVE CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO 
OPTIONS. USE THE QUESTIONS GUIDE IF NECESSARY.

8 NOW DO EXERCISE 3 ON “FUN FACTS”.  DISCOVER WHICH “EXPERT” HAS THE IN-
FORMATION FOR EACH PICTURE, AND ASK WHAT THE CONNECTION WITH THE AT-
TRACTION IS

PHASE 4

QUICK QUIZ TO CHECK INFORMATION
9. THE WHOLE GROUP DOES A QUICK QUIZ TO CHECK THAT THE INFORMATION 

IS CORRECT.  THE GROUP THAT CAN GIVE THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF COR-
RECT ANSWERS WINS A PRIZE.
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BIG BEN

WHAT IS BIG BEN THE POPULAR NAME FOR?

WHAT IS THE CLOCK FAMOUS FOR?

HOW OFTEN DO THE BELLS RING?

WHAT IS “BEN” REALLY THE NAME OF?

ON WHAT DATE IS BIG BEN PARTICULARLY IM-
PORTANT?

WHY?

THE LONDON EYE

WHAT IS IT?

WHEN DID IT OPEN?

IT WAS A TEMPORARY ATTRACTION, SO WHY  HAS 
IT REMAINED?

HOW FAR CAN YOU SEE FROM THE TOP?

WHO IS  IT SPONSORED BY TODAY?

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

WHAT IS IT?

WHICH PART OF THE PALACE IS ONE OF THE 
MOST FAMOUS IN THE WORLD?

WHY?

WHAT FLAG CAN YOU SEE AT THE PALACE IF 
THE QUEEN IS AWAY?

WHAT DO TOURISTS COME TO SEE IN THE 
FRONT COURT?

TRAFALGAR SQUARE

WHAT IS IT?

WHAT DOES THE NAME OF THE SQUARE COM-
MEMORATE?

WHAT MONUMENT IS THERE IN THE SQUARE?

WHAT ANIMALS ARE THERE AT ITS BASE?

WHAT DO A LOT OF PEOPLE CELEBRATE HERE?
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QUICK QUIZ

1. What is the name of the river that goes through London? 
2. There are 32 capsules on the London Eye – so why do the numbers go up to 33? 
3. Which famous black door has no handle? 
4. What is the name of the road that goes from Trafalgar Square to Parliament Square?
5. Which important chair in Westminster Abbey is over 700 years old?
6. What is “Big Ben” really the name for?
7. Which part of Buckingham Palace is particularly famous? Why?
8. What ceremony in Trafalgar Square does the Mayor of Norway take part in every year 

before Christmas? 
9. If you can see the Union Jack on top of Buckingham Palace, what does it mean?
10. Where can you find a statue to commemorate William Shakespeare?
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“Big Ben” is the popular 
name for the clock tower at 
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The clock is world famous 
for its precision and the bells 
ring every 15 minutes. Peo-
ple call the clock tower “Big 
Ben” but in fact, “Ben” is 
really the name of a big bell 
inside the tower. It is partic-
ularly important on 31st De-
cember because Londoners 
look to Big Ben at midnight, 
to begin celebrations for the 
New Year.

DESCRIPTION

The clock is world famous 
for its precision and the bells 
ring every 15 minutes. Peo-
ple call the clock tower “Big 
Ben” but in fact, “Ben” is re-
ally the name of a big bell 
inside the tower. It is partic-
ularly important on 31st De-
cember because Londoners 
look to Big Ben at midnight, 
to begin celebrations for the 
New Year.

DESCRIPTION

The clock is world famous 
for its precision and the bells 
ring every 15 minutes. Peo-
ple call the clock tower “Big 
Ben” but in fact, “Ben” is re-
ally the name of a big bell 
inside the tower. It is partic-
ularly important on 31st De-
cember because Londoners 
look to Big Ben at midnight, 
to begin celebrations for the 
New Year.

FUN FACTS

Every year mechanics adjust 
the clock using …… an old 
penny!  If the clock is going 
fast,  they put a penny on the 
pendulum, and if it is going 
slow, they remove it.  
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DESCRIPTION

The name “Trafalgar” com-
memorates  Britain’s victory at 
sea Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.  
An important monument here  
is a tall column, with  a stat-
ue of the victorious Admiral 
Nelson on top, and four lions 
around its base. There are also 
two fountains, and on the north 
side of the square is the Nation-
al Art Gallery.  A lot of people 
celebrate New Year/the start 
of summer here, because from 
the square you can see and 
hear Big Ben striking midnight.  
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midnight.  

FUN FACTS

Every year Norway gives Lon-
don a Christmas tree,  to thank 
Britain for its help in the sec-
ond World War. It is placed in 
the centre of Trafalgar Square 
and there is a Christmas light-
ing ceremony, in the presence 
of the Mayor of Oslo. 
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE BUCKINGHAM PALACE BUCKINGHAM PALACE

WHAT IS IT?

Buckingham Palace is the offi-
cial London residence of the 
Queen.
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cial London residence of the 
Queen.

DESCRIPTION

Buckingham Palace is very big, 
with 775 rooms. The balcony 
is one of the most famous in 
the world, because the royal 
family appears here on spe-
cial occasions, like weddings 
or jubilees. There is always 
a flag on top of the Palace 
– when the Queen is in resi-
dence, it’s her personal flag, 
when she’s away, it’s the 
Union Jack. Tourists come to 
Buckingham Palace to see the 
traditional Changing of the 
Guard in the front court. 
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Corgis. They are free to run 
around where they want.
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NUMBER 10, 

DOWNING STREET
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office of the British Prime 
Minister.  
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DESCRIPTION

People all round the world 
recognize the famous black 
door of the house where 
the government meets and 
works. It is not very big and 
looks like an ordinary house 
on an ordinary street. There 
is always a police officer in 
front of the door, to check 
ministers and visitors who go 
in and out. The police officer 
also asks staff inside to open 
it for visitors – this is neces-
sary because there is no han-
dle on the door! 
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ber 10, Downing Street is 
Larry, the cat. He was saved 
from a cats’ home and has 
the official task of catching 
mice! He even has an official 
title: Chief Mouser!
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Latvia is a small country with a little amount of inhabitants.
About a million and a half people live in Latvia. About 60% of them are Latvians, 25% Russians 

and the rest are Belarussians, Ukrainians and others.
Latvia is located by the Baltic Sea, which is also called the Amber Sea, because ambers can 

be found at the seaside.
Latvia’s neighbour countries are Estonia, Lithuania, Belarus and Russia.
Rīga is the capital of Latvia, which is well-known for its beautiful buildings built in style of art 

nouveau. 
In 2011 we celebrated Rīga’s 810th birthday.
There is a Monument of Freedom placed in Rīga which represents our independence.
Latvia was formed in the 18th November, 1918.
Latvia was owned by the Soviet Union for 50 years.
In 2004 Latvia joined the European Union. 
41 % of Latvia’s area is covered with forests. We are blessed with many rivers, lakes and the 

quiet nature. We’ve been called one of the greenest countries in THE WORLD.
The widest waterfall in Europe is called Ventas Rumba and it is located in Latvia, in the middle 

of a river Venta. It’s about 270 metres wide. 
Our typical foods are peas with fat, carrot-breads and the sour porridge, we eat tons of candies
The biggest candy fabric in Latvia is „Laima” where chocolate, cakes and other sweets are 

made. Maybe it’s the chocolate that has affected sports development in our land. They say our 
sports fans are the very best.

Ice hockey, basketball and bobsleigh are the most popular sports in Latvia that always gathers 
a lot of fans and unites Latvians.

Many teens in Latvia do sports, attend arts and music schools. They also meet their friends 
and go to the cinema.

John’s feast, Christmas and Easter are the most waited holidays. In John’s we jump over 
bonfires, eat tons of cheese, beans and the grown-ups drink beer. We sing together, this holiday is 
the most Latvian thing ever.
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How many people live in Latvia?
By what sea is Latvia located?
What are Latvia’s neighbour countries?
What’s the capital of Latvia?
How old is the city?
What great symbol of Latvia is located in Rīga?
In which year was Latvia formed?
How long did Latvia belong to the Soviet Union, before getting back its independence?
Which union Latvia belongs to the moment?
What’s the percentage of Latvia’s area covered with forests?  
What’s the name of Europe’s widest waterfall?

What is the typical food in Latvia?
What’s the biggest candy fabric in Latvia?
What are the most popular sports in Latvia?
How do the youngsters in Latvia spend their free time?
What are the mostly waited holidays in Latvia?
Did you learn something new about Latvia?
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Group Red

 Lie 

Dirtiness

Peace

Rudeness

Cruel

Greedy

Selfish

Generosity

Pessimistic

Bossy

Jealous

Crime

Safety

Pollution

Wisdom

Wilderness

Barbarousness

Love

Murder

Robbery

Burglary

Group Orange 

Poverty

Useless

Magnificiency

Cruel

Greedy

Arrogant

Gratefulness

Pessimistic

Jealous

Annoyed

Pureness

Dishonest

Stupid

Light

Wilderness

Barbarousness

Richness

Murder

Robbery

Burglary

Unfairness

İnjustice

Grudge

Egotism  

  Damn

Group Blue 

Selfish

Powerfulness

Vain

Stubborn

Bossy

Honor

Bored

Clumsy

Self sufficiency

Worried

Forgiveness

Afraid

Truth

Mercy

İlleteracy

Petulan

Wilderness

Barbarousness

Murder

Robbery

Burglary

Unfairness

İnjustice

Grudge   Damn

Group Purple

 Suspiciousness

İllegal

Coward

Nasty

Boorish

İnsistent

Carefree

Creativity

Whimsical

Racism

İgnorance

Thankfulness

Wilderness

Barbarousness

Murder

Robbery

Burglary

Awareness

Unfairness

Majesty

İnjustice

Faith

Grudge

Egotism

Damn
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HUMANITARIAN SUBJECT LESSONS TAUGHT 
IN ITALY
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DIFFERENT SUBJECT LESSONS TAUGHT IN 
LATVIA
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